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Gov. Andrew Cuomo this morning reiterated that he would veto any legislative district lines next year that aren’t independently drawn.

But he warned that a veto may only lead to a court fight that might not end with independently drawn lines.

“What I said I would do if I had the honor of being elected, if there’s not an independent process, I will veto the plan and then it will go to a court to decide,” Cuomo said this morning on The Capitol Pressroom. “And that’s where we are, and the conversation is ongoing.”

Yet Cuomo added that, “Now my vetoing the law isn’t a slam dunk either because then a court will decide whether it’s a good law.”

Cuomo and good government groups have been pushing for an independent panel to draw new lines for the state’s 212 seats in the Legislature and its 27 congressional seats in 2012. But so far, the panel doing the work is one made up of lawmakers—the same process that has long been criticized for favoring the parties in power.

If Cuomo vetoes the lines drawn up the Legislative Task Force on Demographic Research and Reapportionment, it may end up in court and judge would decide the lines.

Cuomo said a good-government group told him that “They are against the veto because they think a judge may just reinstate the Legislature’s plan, which could happen. You don’t know what’s going to happen.” 
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